March 10, 2010

Arne Duncan

Secretary Of Education

U. S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Mr. Secretary Duncan,

I read, with a great deal of interest, your comments – Washington (AP) – about the graduation rates among college basketball players. You stated that the poor graduation rates would improve if the NCAA linked post-season play to the number of student athletes getting their diplomas. I am sure that your comments and views are well meaning but, respectfully, I believe you are way off base and misguided.

Secretary Duncan the graduation rates among all college athletes, including the basketball programs you spoke about, would improve if the NCAA, Division I institutions, the Department of Education, and the Supreme Court would link admission standards of athletes to the regular admission policy used to admit law, music, math and science students. Only then will the number of student athletes, getting their diplomas, increase.

The real issue, to be recognized, is that of “Policy vs. Behavior.” Like many Americans, you too seem to be only focused on the behavior side of the equation. The solution is very simple. When the Department of Education, NCAA and Division I school Presidents get serious and make the admissions requirements and standards the same for all students, then – and only then – will the problem be alleviated.

You are quoted as saying, “You had four teams that didn’t graduate any African-American players. Zero….and why did we allow them to play in this tournament, make all this money, be on national TV, and they’re not graduating any kids.” This has been the policy for the past 40 plus years. It seems to me that the priority has always been only about winning, money, and TV ratings. The special lowered-education admissions standards used to admit the unqualified and under-performing athletes were never designed to see these athletes graduate. The system was designed for the results we see today.

In the late 1990’s the state of Texas almost got it right when former Governor George W. Bush had planned to sign a bill that would eliminate special admission standards for athletes on college scholarships. Authored by two black legislators, Representative Ron Wilson, D-Houston and Senator Royce West, D-Dallas, the measure said, “…universities that use grade-point average as a factor in determining admission must require the same GPA for all entering freshmen, including athletes.” The bill never passed. The attitude today is the same as it was then. A former University of Texas regents chair said, “…millions of dollars in revenue would be lost from athletic budgets…” Another comment was, “Sometimes athletics puts a school on the map, when the academics didn’t.”

Secretary Duncan, are you prepared to do the right thing? There have been complaints like yours about the graduation rates of black athletes since the 1960’s. Unfortunately, we’re in the 2010 and hearing the “same old song.” People are quick to blame the athletes rather than the system and policies that put those athletes into a position to fail. It is especially unfair and unjust to the black athletes, who possesses great sports skills, but who is on the lower limits of the academic qualifications.

Years of conversation and debate over the dual admission standards policy, with respect to the black athlete, “Proposition 48,” “Non- Qualifiers,” “Partial Qualifiers,” and the “Sliding Scale,” have been documented and the only thing that’s been constant is that black athlete’s aren’t getting their degrees. Secretary Duncan, I implore you to not just keep the conversation alive but to take the next step and implement change that will bring the disparaging numbers to an end. I am a concerned citizen who is passionate about the topic. I am willing to assist and aid you, in any way, to see this important issue resolved expediently. I look forward to your response!

Respectfully,

Bubbha Thomas

www.bubbhathomas.com
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